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THE FOLLOWING TECHNICAL ASSESSMENT AND INFORMATION WAS PROVIDED IN 
STRICT CONFIDENCE. DISCLOSURE OUTSIDE USG AGENCIES IS NOT 
AUTHORIZED WITHOUT EXPRESSED DS. APPROVAL. ANY UNAUTHORIZED 
DISCLOSURE WILL JEOPARDIZE DS ASSETS. 


On February 23,, 1988, per, request, of another government agency, DS 
obtained a video technical assessment of a satellite dub, unknown 
generation, of the Higgins video tape. 


It is the professional opinion of the technicians that the video 
tape was shot on’a tripod with two separate tripod mounted lights. 
One light is on the left of the camera, and the other light is 
elevated and on the right of the camera. The light placement 
indicates that the cameraman is at least familiar with video 
lighting procedures, evidenced by "roughly even lighting and 
placement". There is no camera movement. Higgins is seated very | 
close to the backdrop which is believed to be a wall. 


A, 
The camera is approximately ten feet away from Higgins and a zoome 
framing is being used. The camera is of "single tube" design. ‘The 
microphone is on the camera and the room has a "hard echo". The 

camera is probably consumer grade or industrial grade, evidenced by 


"head switching", e.g., visib: Bite a areas on the bottom of the 
footage, and the color in pw (on nd BA 5A a 
DE-25: 7Y JAA o 
A sound enhancement of the video 5 L LE Subbed that’ Higgins is E 
"prompted" during the video recording, specifically on the word | 
"nujihadeen". Immediately prior to Higgins stating "mujihadeen", 
it is quite evident that an unidentified male voice say — nat | 


"muja" (phonetic) during the recording, as if Higgins has, prepiens 
with the pronunciation. Z AFR 15 1988 


In addition, a very distinct metallic click is heard OEE NN | 
says "stop sending delegations to the Middle-East" (time indicator j 
on tape is 161710). The click sounds like a old style non-electric 
35mm camera shutter. Later, a second click is also heard which 
pornas like a briefcase being closed'or a cigarette lighter being 
flicked on. 
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A total of twenty-one to twenty-two random tapping noises are also 
heard throughout the tape. The sounds are sharp, like a pencil 
being tapped on a desk. The sounds could also possibly be a 
technical problem with the recording. 


Unidentified voices are heard again at the end of the tape, and, 
Higgins' eyes make a noticeable glance down and to the right. No 
distinguishable words are heard. 


The tape is unusually absent of any other background noises, leading 
the technical viewers to believe the tape was shot during the 
night. No cars, children, dogs, doors, or any other sound is heard 
except those reported above. No natural sunlight is observed. 


The tape that was utilized for this recording is a "well used 
cassette tape", but no other previous recorded footage is evident. 
There are no obvious signs of editing or conversion to another tape 
standard, i.e., PAL to CSCAN. 


Higgins appears to have a two to three day growth of beard, and is 


-, wearing a gray tee-shirt and green sweater. No obvious signs of 


bruises or cuts are evident. 


It is the opinion of one of the technical personnel that Higgins is 
“very particular about the pronunciation: of the words". He states 
the words in a very concise, slow and rhythmic manner. The second 
time Higgins states the words "occupied Palestine" and "Lebanon", he 
appears to emphasize them, e.g., long and direct eye contact with 
the camera. 


cc: DS/DSS 
DS/PI 
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